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Introduction! 
What are Reluctant Writers? 

Reluctant writers can be a challenge in class. 

There are many reasons why students may be 

reluctant writers. However, in my opinion, 

these can be categorized into 4 main groups: 

The Fear of Failure 

The Missing Skills 

The Lack of Focus 

The Unmotivated 

In this issue, we will cover all 4 categories and 

list a number of small tweaks you can make to 

your lessons in order to turn your reluctant 

writers into creative wonders! But, how can 

we identify these children? 

The Fear of Failure 

This reluctant writer is a perfectionist 

and/or a worrier. Do you know a child like 

this? Symptoms of child this might include... 

 Not wanting to make mistakes so they 

don’t make their page 'messy' 

 Lacking the courage to take risks in fear 

of making mistakes and getting it wrong 

 Having a low self-esteem of their own 

ability 

 Comparing their own writing to others and 

not believing they can reach that standard 

The Missing Skills 

This reluctant writer may try their best and 

show great enthusiasm until they begin to 

write. Their gaps prevent them from 

achieving their best. Do you know a child like 

this? Symptoms may include... 

 A child might be really good at telling 

stories and creating ideas but lack the 

skills on how to put them onto paper. 

 A child may lack real life experiences that 

they need in order to create ideas for 

their texts 

 Pupils could find writing a physical 

struggle due to poor fine motor 

skills/pencil control 

 Some children find spelling difficult which 

impedes their writing 

 Memory skills may cause children to 

forget the sentence they were going to 

write 
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The Lack of Focus 

 

 The Unmotivated 

This reluctant writer is a daydreamer or likes 

to fidget. Do you know a child like this? 

Symptoms of a child like this might include... 

 Having difficulty remembering what 

they were meant to be writing 

 Can say a brilliant sentence out loud 

but forget it by the time they come to 

write it 

 May not sit still or stands up while 

writing 

 Starts and finishes really quickly 

 Takes an age/life time to write the 

smallest of paragraphs 

This reluctant writer struggles for ideas and 

can never think of how to start or what to 

write next. This writer... 

 Lacks life experiences or imagination 

to draw ideas from 

 Does not read regularly and so lacks 

example texts to use for ideas 

 Does not build upon basic story 

structures or sentences 

 Repeats sentence openers or always 

begins with 'the', 'he' or 'i'. 
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What do they need? 

This child needs to either work on their 

weaknesses and fill in their gaps or find ways to 

overcome their struggles by changing their 

writing method. Here are some easy ways to help 

children become fantastic story tellers! 

What can I do? 

1)   Whiteboards/tables/windows are perfect dry 

wipe surfaces. Most primary school tables are 

smooth enough to be written on with dry wipe 

markers. This gives children a perfect 

opportunity to write with confidence in that if 

they make a mistake they can instantly remove it 

and change it because it isn't permanent. 

Children can write a sentence at a time and then 

copy the completed sentence into their book. 

2)   'Uplevel' lessons are a brilliant way of helping 

children understand that mistakes are always 

made and can be corrected. These lessons follow 

a first draft lessons where children 'peer' and 

'self' assess, use WAGOLLs and improve their 

writing by identifying their own and other’s 

errors. No author ever wrote a best-selling story 

in one draft so why expect the children to write 

it perfect first time?  

3)   Following this, sharing authors own 

trials, struggles and mistakes can be an 

interesting experience for children. It 

shows them that even the best had to be 

rejected, redrafted and edited before 

reaching success. J.K. Rowlings is one 

story that can help the children realise 

this. 

4)   Modelling writing can be a perfect way 

of demonstrating to children that 

teachers make mistakes too and it is ok to 

make errors. As a teacher, you know the 

mistakes that your children make most 

often, therefore you can 'accidentally' 

make the same mistakes and encourage 

the children to correct your own writing. 

This builds up self-assessment skills so 

children can identify and correct their 

own errors. 

5)   Collaborative writing in pairs and small 

groups is another way in which children 

can overcome the fear of failure. Just like 

going into a haunted house and taking your 

friends with you for support, children can 

tackle the fear of getting things wrong 

and taking risks with a group of children 

together. Children are more willing to take 

risks when they know it won't just be 

them in the spotlight if they get it wrong. 
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handwriting issues to overcome their gaps 

through word processing. Apps such as book 

creator, help children create and type 

stories in an interactive and engaging way 

which culminates in them producing their 

very own EBook. This breaks down their 

handwriting barriers. 

4) Why do we always make children write in 

books and on lines? For most children it 

doesn't cause any issues but for some the 

lines and size of the pages can put them off. 

Instead, give your child a huge piece of paper 

and felt tip or a window and a whiteboard pen. 

They can write much bigger and don't have to 

stick to lines. For some children who lack 

their fine motor skills, this can allow them to 

succeed! 

5) Pairing children up smartly can allow 

children to develop and fill gaps. Matching a 

child who struggles to form ideas but spells 

well with someone who is the opposite allows 

both children to succeed because they 

compliment each other. These collaborative 

writing sessions can allow children to not 

worry about what they can't do because they 

have someone to support them. They learn 

from each other. 

What do they need? 

This child needs to either work on their 

weaknesses and fill in their gaps or find ways to 

overcome their struggles by changing their 

writing method. Here are some easy ways to help 

children become fantastic story tellers! 

What can I do? 

1) Story boards/timelines can help children, with 

many ideas, sequence them so that they end up 

with a cohesive text. Some children need this to 

organize their ideas before writing. This is an 

important part of the planning stage for many 

children. 

2) Story bags are a great way of organizing ideas 

so that the children can sequence their writing 

better. Children are presented with a number of 

bags ('beginning, middle, end' or 'introduction, 

point 1, point 2, point 3' etc.) for them to place 

their ideas inside. Not only this, but items could 

be placed in the bags to represent the different 

parts of the story. Children who muddle their 

ideas can use this to structure, while children 

with limited ideas can pull things out of the bags 

to gain ideas for their writing. 

3) Ipads are a great way of developing ideas, 

being creative and allowing children with 
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greater focus on achieving what is necessary. 30 

minutes of writing can seem a long time for a 

child, but 2 minute intervals is more snappy and 

achievable. 

Give the children a purpose. Who are they 

writing for? Some writing tasks can seem a little 

pointless to children, and to be frank, 

sometimes they are! Give them a reason to 

write. A simple trick is to put a picture of a 

person who we are writing to on the board, or a 

facial expression of how we want the reader to 

feel. A picture of a scared face tells the 

children they need to think of scary, tense 

language. You can even link these images to your 

evaluative questions. 'Have you chosen language 

that will make me look like that picture when I 

read it?' 

Writing in different contexts/mediums - This 

refers to the environment and tools which the 

child use to create their writing. We all know 

the children that can sit on an Ipad all day but 

can't write two sentences without getting 

distracted. Get them writing on the Ipad. The 

child that jiggles and wiggles needs time to 

jiggle and wiggle even when writing. Get them 

stood up at a high table where they can wiggle 

and write all at the same time. Observe and 

discover the environment that best suits each 

child and allow them to write in that place with 

the tools that suit them. 

What do they need? 

This child needs assistance focusing. You 

need to discover what is distracting him/her. 

It could be a class mate, the environment or 

something different. Not every child is 

designed to learn and be creative in a 

classroom on a chair and not every child is 

designed to learn and create in 60 minute 

lesson slots. 

What can I do? 

Referring to planning allows children a 

chance to recap and remember what their 

ideas were in previous lessons. By giving 

children time to create detailed plans, they 

can then use this as a valuable resource when 

creating their texts during the writing 

phase. 

Recording each sentence before writing it 

can help children remember the sentence 

they created verbally. Very often you find 

children who can say fantastic sentences but 

find it difficult transferring that to the 

paper. If they record their sentence, they 

can refer back to the recording whenever 

they need. 

Timers can give children short term goals 

for creating writing. By setting the timer for 

2 minutes for each sentence, they will soon 

develop time management skills and have 
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Drama activities/freeze frames link to giving 

children experiences to draw their ideas from. 

Not only this, but Drama puts children in the 

action! If they are in it and they feel it, they are 

much more likely to write it. 

Gallery walks – Looking at other children’s 

writing is a great opportunity for pupils to 

'pinch' other people's sentences and put them in 

their own paragraphs. Encourage the use of the 

word ‘innovation’. How are the pupils going to 

innovate and change their 'pinched' sentences to 

suit their own writing? 

Talking to authors seems impossible but in this 

new world of modern technology, communication 

between authors and classes are easier than you 

may think. Twitter is a great start to contacting 

and sharing your children's writing. A simple 

'like' or 'retweet' can be enough to inspire a 

child to write more. Who knows, you may even 

get a reply. It may also be possible to Skype your 

author and ask them some great questions about 

what it takes to be a writer. 

Sharing/publishing their writing is a step on 

from the previous point. If the child knows that 

people will be reading their writing, then it may 

inspire them to challenge and push themselves. 

Why not put all of your newspaper reports into 

your very own school newspaper to share with 

parents or publish a book of short stories for 

another class to use for guided reading? 

What do they need? 
As unfortunate and sad as it is, some 

children lack real life experiences to draw 

from. Without experiences, a child can lack 

ideas for their writing. It is so important 

to give pupils these experiences in school. 

This doesn't necessarily mean through 

school trips. Events and lessons can provide 

children with memories to draw from in 

their own texts. Role-play, drama and 

technology can all provide useful tools to 

give children memorable experiences. 

What can I do? 
Relevant topics for writing can allow 

children, who lack ideas, to instantly 

improve writing. If a pupil is obsessed with 

Mine-craft, let them create a Mine-craft 

adventure story. If your children are 

obsessed with a YouTuber, then get them 

writing about them. They will love you for 

it! Choice is a great thing! 

Images stuck in their English books provide 

instant visual ideas of what to write about. 

Screen shots of a film or story book are a 

simple way to help children visualise what 

they are writing about. 

http://www.literacywagoll.com/
http://www.literacywagoll.com/
http://www.literacywagoll.com/


 

9
 

 

 

 

 

 

About Literacy WAGOLL! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is our aim? 

Our aim is to provide and encourage the sharing 

of FREE literacy resources for teachers and 

pupils to access in order to learn, progress, 

develop and enjoy! We also wish to develop a 

social network of teachers across the globe to 

share ideas and develop our practice as a team! 

We wish to encourage writing in the classroom 

and at home and want to incorporate a variety 

of teaching approaches in order to support all 

pupils writing! 

Free resources for teachers 

made by teachers! 

Who are we? 

We are a group of English National 

Curriculum teachers who needed a website 

where example texts could be found with 

ease... so we made one!  

Each text is written by a teacher and so is 

designed for use in the primary classroom. 

They are in word format so they can be 

edited and changed to suit different key 

stages and abilities. These texts should be 

used within literacy units as an aid to 

support children's reading and writing. 

Although we proof read our texts, there 

may be some minor errors and so it is 

always worth checking the texts before 

using them in class. 
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