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	Yesterday, after a gruelling battle, in Battle near Hastings victory had been achieved. But this time it wasn’t by Harold, it was William who won.

As we know a battle between our reigning monarch Harold and William, Duke of Normandy had been raging in Battle near Hastings since the two armies came to blows at approximately 9am. Harold’s troops, who were weary from their travels and the battle with Harald, were holding strong; but William used his wit and a cunning plan to break them. 

Harold set up his defence at the top of Senlac Hill and surrounded himself by the house-carls (his body guards). At first this gave him an advantage over William as the soldiers used this vantage point to hurl axes and other objects down on their opposition. William’s army, in their heavy chain mail armour, struggled to climb the hill in order to retaliate. Fortunately for them it wasn’t raining, or the hillside would have been treacherous. 

For six tiresome hours, the Normans did all they could but failed to punch a hole in the shield wall which they could exploit. These attacks, by small groups, were easily beaten off and the Saxons stood their ground. 

As the day went on, Harold was becoming more and more confident, especially knowing that he had recently defeated Harald Hardrada in the battle at Stamford Bridge. But un-be-known to Harold, William had a plan. 


	The Duke of Normandy did not rush into battle like Harald, instead he took the time to prepare and gain more allies.  Before leaving for England, William visited the Pope to put forth his request for more troops on the grounds that he is the rightful heir to the throne after King Edward died. He is after all, Edward’s cousin and, had he been in England at the time then it is most likely that he would have been crowned. Also, if hearsay is to be believed, he was promised the crown by Harold long before Edward’s death. 

As the Pope agreed with William’s plea, he allowed the Duke full use of his fleet and upped his army to around 7,000 willing soldiers. These soldiers were well trained and accustomed to fighting on horseback, unlike the peasants with pitchforks who fought for Harold.

With a great army, comes great responsibility. William ensured that all his soldiers were well equipped with armour, weapons and, of course, food. However, if this wasn’t enough to encourage the soldiers to stay focused, they were also promised a share of wealth once they had won. 

The faith of William’s soldiers was feeding their desire to win, but when whispers began to spread around the battlefield that their noble leader had been killed, they decided to retreat. Upon seeing the soldiers turn on their heels, Harold’s army broke ranks thinking victory was theirs. 
Seizing this opportunity, a mysterious figure lifted his helmet revealing his face. William was
	alive. Confounding the rumours of his death, he rallied his troops and attacked. The gap in the shield wall was targeted and the Saxon army was gradually brought to its knees.

Mr Archie Bow (23) was one of the first of William’s soldiers to leave the field. He stated that once the shield wall had fallen, it was incredibly easy for the archer’s arrows to locate their mark. “My arrow flew straight past those hopeless body guards and hit Harold,” he boasted. “Once we saw he was injured we rushed forward to finish the job!”

Unfortunately we are yet to be informed of Harold’s death, though as we have had neither word to say otherwise nor any sight of him, we fear the worst. We do not know how many others have lost their lives as a result of this battle, nonetheless numbers are expected to be in their thousands and the clean-up will be a huge effort. 

Our correspondent in the field, Miss. Terry reported that the battlefield is a ‘blood bath’ with a mass of broken weapons, limbs and lifeless bodies scattered all over. “The search continues for Harold’s body. Regrettably, this could take some time due to the mutilated state of the fallen,” she explained. “It shall be an undoubtedly difficult task for whoever is asked to identify him.” 
William and his remaining soldiers have been sighted travelling towards London, most likely to receive the city’s submission. We are still to awaiting any decision with regards when or if William will be crowned.



William Conquers All!





Was King Harold the victim of a brutal death as William claims victory? By Miss S Cooper








