Evacuation was introduced at the start of WW2 to ensure the safety of young children, this was because bombs also hit schools as well as homes, therefore children would be in danger. The plan was put into action in September 1939 and about 800,000 children left their homes. Many London children went to Devon, Cornwall and Wales, however lots of children returned home after a few weeks while others stayed in the countryside for the rest of the war. 

The children went on buses to the station, where special trains were waiting. It was quite exciting, but most children felt sad as they waved goodbye to their mothers. Every evacuee had a gas mask, food for the journey and a small bag for clothes. Also pinned to the children's coats were labels containing information about them. The children went to live with host families and their new homes were called 'billets'. Some city children had never seen a cow before, and were startled to see where milk came from.
.

